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M District chief

Rancho Rosal Elementary

“We have teachers who

» WINE WEEKEND
If you enjoy wine, there
are two tasting festivals
to choose from Sunday,
one In Moorpark and one
in Thousand Oaks. 108

and a 1 percent raise in

Pleasant Valley teachers make case

but was rejected.

“l was a teacher for

School, where an open are planning to leave the  health care benefits, The union also ha's 16 ')]'etnr: : .llmka t'ca;ht:
precls deal house was underway. Par-  district because they are “It's the health insurance  turned down the district’s  at N{\ . r(; o tr'\o.{&: m?vn
. ents heading onto the ¢l-  struggling to pay their cost that is killing fami- current offer of a 3 per- "_!M'!.Y h”u \ '(‘,th (
oOn pav ISSUCS ementary school campus  bills. We are only asking  lies,” said Thad Robbins, cent raise in salary with time t 3)’ ,I‘_‘_“t;" W““c ":‘;
b were encouraged to join  to be in the average range a middle school math a one-time bonus of 2.5 pay, an }:t." hccafér the
By Tamara Koehler teachers at the May 21 dis-  of comparable districts.” teacher, “We have teach-  percent and additional the care they have
Special to The Star

About 100 Plecasant Val-
ley School District teachers
took to the streets in arally
for support of pay raises
th%my are long overdue.

aving signs and
handing out leafiets, the

educators lined the side-
walks Wednesday outside

Cleanup
of spill
restarts
In Simi

® Families

trict board meeting, when
salary negotiations again
will be discussed.

"We want what is fair
and what isright, and that's
making teachers a priority
when it comes to educa-

tion spending,” said Scott
Wright, a physical educa-
tion teacher who helped or-
ganize the demonstration.

The rally was the lat-
est demonstration by the
Plecasant Valley Education
Association, which repre-
sents 350 teachers in the
K-8 district. The union and
districtare at an impasse in
salary negotiations for this
school year.

Teachers are asking for
a5 percent salary increase

ers paying £1,200 a month
out of pocket because the
district’s share is so low.”
The board in December
approved a 2 percent salary
increase, a LS percent one-
time bonus and a health
benefit boost for necarly
400 classified and manage-
ment employees. A similar
offer was made to teachers

ealth benefits.

The next step is a fact-
finding session between
a mediator and attorneys
for the union and district,
Robbins said. Teachers
could go on strike after
that, but Superintendent
RacAnne Michael said
she believes a compromise
will be found.

students,” Michael said.
“But I'm also concerned
about not cutting student
programs, money for facili-
ties and all the other pieces
of the picture ™

Robbins and Wright said
the sticking point for teach-
ers isthe district’s policy of

See PROTEST, 10D
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Lt. Col. Bill
Edmonds
has written
a book about
his moral
dilemmas
in Iraqg.

Soldier
shares

may be able
to return soon SC&I’S
e of war

The cleanup resumed
Friday at the site of a Simi
Valley mercury spill, wath

® Army officer

?ﬁicials hoping affected to discuss b()()k,

amilies can return home 2 . .

this weekend. his time in Iraq
The cleanup was de-

layed by rain Thursday. Of- , By Claudia Boyd Barrett

ficials now hope residents S =

of four homes in the atfect-
ed area in the 4100 block of
Cochran Street will be able
to return safely on Sunday.
“We can't bring them
back in until the driveway
is cleaned and safe” said
James Purtee, assistant

ANTEOTT PLALCTNOA/THE STan

Nathan Jimenez (from left), Diego Rivera, Drago Romero and Andrew Santos use 1 new crosswalk at Collins Street to cross
ftose Avenue on their way home from Rio del Valle Middle School on Monday. .

Students’ safer route

Spesial to The Stae

It's along way from Fill-

more to the battlefields

of 1rag.

But one former resident

and Fillmore High School
graduate is bringing the

travails of that protract-

city manager. ed Middle East conflict

Sixhgmcs s{x\arcadrivc- 4 : i a2 ::;ick tok hié hometown
way where the mercury o o = that we are working to- onceaweck for ayear. The s weekend.
spill was reported Monday. . NGW Slglla], Sldewalk gether to provide our de- distr_icthassmce agreed to Bill Edmonds, 44, a
Residents of four homes serving students,” Davidson  continue funding the posi- licutenant cololncl in the
were allowed inside to 1 said last week as she gath-  tion, the principal said. Army Special Forces,
get necessities and their debUt near R].O del Va'].le

vehicles, and were being
assisted by the American
Red Cross with lodging.
Residents of two other
homes did not leave when
the spill was detected.

A contaminated portion
of the street was cleaned
and repaved Wednesday,
but crews retested it and
found traces of mercury.

Authorities on Thursday
blocked storm drains with
sandbags and held off on

By Clavdia Boyd-Barrett
Spedal to The Star

From the first day she
became principal of Rio del
Valle Middle School four
years ago, Joanne Davidson
felt concerned about the
safety of some students
walking to the Oxnard-area
campus, she said,

Many children and

would jaywalk to cross
the street rather than walk
the almost quarter-mile
to the nearest signal at
Rose Avenue and Walnut
Drive, Davidson said. That
put them at risk of being
hit by cars

Thankfully, Davidson’s
fears subsided last month
when the Ventura County
Public Works Agency com-

ered with county and Rio
School District officials for
aribbon-cutting celebrating
completion of the improve-
ments. “In 40 years, when
the kids tell their grand-
children that they had to
walk to Rio del Valle on a
muddy, dirty street ... their
grandchildren will laugh
and think: What are they
talking about? There’s a
paved road in front of Rio
del Valle’ So on behalf of

David Fleisch, direc-
tor of the county’s trans-
portation department, said
the education component
1S an important part of
the improvements.

“We tend to focus on
the engineering piece, but
the education 1s huge,” he
said. “If we teach the kids
today how to be careful and
understand what safety is,
then that’s going to help
them much in the future.”

spent a year in Mosul in
2005 working inside an
Iraqgi prison as adviser to
an Iraqi intelligence of-
ficer, trying to improve
interrogation techniques
and at the same time de-
ter the use of torture on
insurgents. The deploy-
ment threw Edmonds
into a dark, violent world
that left him profound-
ly conflicted and dis-
illusioned. He said he left

parents from the El Rio pleted installation of anew  the students, thank you.” Mike Barber, amember Mosul free of physical
doing any more work out- neighborhood had to cross  traffic signal at Rose Ave- The county funded ofthe Rio/Del Norte Mu- Injuries but bearing deep
side because of concerns  Rose Avenue, a busy four- nueand Collins Street,close  the improvements with  nicipal Advisory Council, psychological scars.
about rain runoff becom- lane arterial road, toget to  tothe El Rio ncighborhood, a $418,000 grant from said the area has changed Edmonds recently com-
ing contaminated. school But there was no and 500 feet of sidewalkon the federal Safe Routes

Crews from the U.S
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency were back at
the scene Friday to work on
additional cleanup and re-
paving, Purtee said. Crows
planned to put sulfuf on

traffic signal within easy
reach and no sidewalk once

they made it to the other

side of the road.

what had been a narrow, un-
paved shoulder. The agency
also created a bicycle lane.

“This road here 1s sym-

to School program. The
grant included $10,000 for
a sheriff’s deputy to teach
the students about safe

. \J LN .

since his daughters at-
tended Rio del Valle in
the 1980s. Oxnard has ex-
panded and 1s now closer

DES NS, 3B

pleted a memoir about his
experiences, subsequent
breakdown and journey
toward self-recovery,

See EDMONDS, 2§

th% stgcct gng drivejvay h d () k k ® d
to bond with the mer A
seiviteney Thousand Oaks Kids open hearts to N epal
vncuurlx: cleaners. [ il ; LN L SRS oy (o
Cochran Street remhins 1§ als devastating magnitude-7.8 close friends and extended- | T ——
closed in the area, but & Fami Yy Ialses caanuakég Uutghad struck  family members. | '
neighbors can get in and m()[]ey t() Send Nepal the day before. “My kids immediately
out freely. City officials i “When I told Akash the jumped into action,” Pandey |
went .from d.oor to door quake VlC“mS temple was destroyed, he said."'l'hcywantcdtohc]p."
updating residents on the ot tears in his eyes,” the On May 2, Pandey’s
situation, Purtee said. By Kelsey Stuart ather recalled. 6-year-old  daughter,
Ten people were [lex-  SoecaitoThe Star Akash had visited Nepal Harmony, asked the guests
posed to the toxic elemlent ————

Monday, but no illnesses
had been confirmed,

“I have heard about the
grown-ups doing stuff to

a few years before and re-
membered the cable cars

coming to her birthday party
not to bring gifts but instead

&/

i , that took him to the temple.  to bring donations t atcould |

officials said. . help, but what about all Among his toys, he sL:ill bcs?x:t‘ to Nepal. v ‘/ |
_EPA officials found pig-  the kids — can't we can  has a small replica of the The party raised $410, ey

nificant levels of merciry  do something?” now-demolished building. ~ which was sent to Bishwo e iR S
in one home, but Purtee Akash Pandey, 8, asked Pandey was raised in  Subedi, a Nepalese friend | Y
said most of it was injan  his father this on April 26, Kathmandu and came to of Pandey. £ T v"-'j‘ } ;
isolated area. the day the Thousand Oaks  America in his carly 20s Tl .

Officials still did hot
know how the substahce
got on the driveway or
when. One neighbor sald it
had been there for months,

HOLD ¥«

family was able to contact
Akash's grandmother in
Kathmandu, Nepal. Akash
and his dad, Deven, had
seen video images of the
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for college. The death toll
from the quake and suc-
ceeding tremors — now at
8,000 — hit him hard. with
the losses including many

ATl 'rm"rs»

fa ™

Subedi, who lives in Los
Angeles, was traveling to
visit family members when
the first earthquake hit, He

See NEPAL, 28
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The Pandeys, of Thousand Oaks, are r

33\

aising money for

Nepalese earthquake victims. Akash and his father, Deven

vlg\\ a few pictures of childre
with money sent by the family.
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UPILS GET SAFER
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i == Bomber ‘will ith his life’
WItl pay ... with his life

slightly bowed, uponlearn-  move on. Justice. In his

® Delendant’s

. ‘ ing his fate, scaled after 14 own words, ‘A

lack of 1 emorse :ll:mrs 31’ dellibcrations over eye,” said :).om?)icnygc \rl(::rtfnr:
¢, 4 rec days. It wasthe most ~ SydneyC ar-

affe(}[s deClSlOﬂ closely watched terrorism lyybl mogccg{;r:mr;oa;

By Danise Luale tnal in the U.S. since the mother lost both legs.

pYedrenisrade Oklahoma City bombing Karen Brassard, who

case two decades ago.
The decision sets the

suffered shrapnel wounds

BOSTON = A lu—r)’ —SCI;- on her 1083, said: “We can

tenced Dzhokhar Tsarna
to death Friday for the Bo(:z
ton Marathon bombing,
Sweeping aside pleas that
he was just a “kid” who fell
undcf the influence of his
fanatical older brother.

. Tsarnaev, 21, stood with
his hands folded, his head

stage for what could be the
nation’s first execution of
a terrorist in the post-9/11
era, although the case is
likely to go through years
of appeals. The execution
would be carried out by
lethal injection,

“Now he will go away,

breathe again.”

Three people were killed
and more than 260 were
wounded after Tsarnaev and
his brother set off two shrap-
nel-packed préssare-cooker
bombs near the finish line of
the race April 15, 2013, The

ASSOCIATED SWsS
Boston Marathon bombing victim Karen Brassard, surrounded

by fellow victims, speaks to members of the media after the

and we will be abl
e to death penalty verdict for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev.

See MARATHON, 2A

COMPASSION

The son and daughter
of a Thousand Qaks
man who grew up

In Kathmandu ralse
money to send to
earthquake victims.

LOCAL,IB

SLOVAK TAKES
SIXTH STAGE

i

Slovakia's Peter Sagan T a
takes the Tour of % A ! | °
California lead in the - e a S
sixth stage, racing to a MR D i
?hor?lrzj?tzggvictoryln i e
e individual time trial. | s
il emerge
IS SOFTWARE W Attorney
SETTING RENTS? of accused pair
Demand-based prici i
software used bf :'aé'g demes charges
nationwide coutd be. By Tom Kisken
cou e thiskenfvcstarcom
behind rent swings in 80340253
Ventura County. P . Xl
N e~ _‘I’nvcsngators alleged

- BUSINESS,13A S R e I T £ Pk b s S Iteradnt Wrsh e g,‘ ml_vnu
e e D L S Nadia and Anatoly Kostiuchenko (from left), Maura Kellay and Senior Deputy Patrick Hawthorne attend the National Peace Of-
ficers Memorial Service in Washington, D.C., on Friday. Deputy Yehven “Eugene™ Kostiuchenko, Kelley's husband, was killed by
an alleged drunken driver in October. - bt

w hocmo' r's husband who
th an 88- old
tient's death t’;:::;d o ,
people and administered
other injections although
he has no medical training.

Paul McQuillan, chief

T W W wams

inconnection

Lab tests influence
about 70 percent of
medical decisions. But
a Journal Media Group
Investigation by the
Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel has found that
labs make serious er-
rors and patients have
no way of finding out.
Coming Sunday and
Monday In The Star.

“When the NFL
stands up for in-
tegrity, it is like
Madam Flossie’s
Palace of Fun
coming out for
chastity.”

'REGHENRY, 9B
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Salute pays respect

to guardians of law

@ Obama, kin
mourn deputy

from county

By Bartholomew Sullivan
bartholomew.sullivan@{mg com
202-408-2726

WASHINGTON — Ventura
County Sheriff’s Deputy
Yehven “Eugene” Kostiu-
chenko and 130 other law
enforcement officers killed
in the line of duty last
year were honored Friday
on the west lawn of the
U.S. Capitol.

with Kostiuchenko’s

family looking on, Presi-
dent Barack Obama, on
behalf of the American
people, expressed his
condolences to “men and
women who put them-
selves in the way of danger
so that the rest of us could
live in safety.”

“Scripture tells us to
love our neighbors as we
love ourselves, but only
a special few take that
commandment so deeply
to heart that they are will-
ing to risk their lives so
that others — often total
strangers — can know

See OFFICERS, 2A

Deputy Yehven “Eugene™ Kostiuchenko.

Democrats focus on laying groundwork

m Local chief
making rounds

at convention
By Timm Herdt

therot @vcstarcom
G16-444-39%8

ANAHEM — Thom Tibor,
the first-year chairman of
the Ventura County Dem-
ocratic Central Commit-
tee, arrived at his party’s
annual state convention

CIANMMITEDEGIME:
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this weekend with a sin-
gular goal in mind: to
persuade candidates who
will be running for state-
wide office to put a Ven-
tura County stop on their
campaign itineraries.

He met Friday with cam-
paign staff for Rep. Loretta
Sanchez, who this week
announced she will run
for the U.S. Senate seat be-
ing vacated by the retiring
Barbara Boxer. He hopes to
meet Saturday with some-
one from the political team

of another Senate candi-
date, Attorney General
Kamala Harris.

Tibor knows it's a tough
sell in a state as big as Cali-
fornia, but he's reminding
the campaigns that Demo-
crats hold a growing plural-
ity of Ventura County vot-
ers and that it was the site of
two of the party's big wins
last fall — those of Rep. Julia
Brownley and Assembly-
woman Jacqui Irwin,

He also knows it's
tough to compete against

°4

s (805) 620-3204

RS TR W Wt

Southern California’s po-
litical fundraising capital,
Los Angeles.

“My problem in Ventura
County,” he said, “is that 1
live next to a gold mine.”

Tibor’s quest is not un-
like those of most who are
attending the party’s annual
convention at Disneyland's
doorstop in this nonelection
year. This is a weekend to
lay the groundwork for a
hectic year ahead.

See CONVENTION, 2A

McQuillan

operations othcer at House
Call Doctor Thousand
v Qaks, is ac-
cused of
practicing
medicine
without a
license for
allegedly
adminis-
tering mor-
phine to

Polly Duntley at her home
July 31.

The Camarillo senior,

who allegedly needed care
for leg pain, died Aug. 2.

OEEER

DRAIN

McQuillan's wife, house-
call physi-
cian Dr. El-
len Crowe,
i1s accused
of helping
her spouse
practice
medicine
and con-
spiring to
provide the morphine,

The Thousand Oaks hus-
band and wife were arrested
Wednesday. They have been
released on bail and are
scheduled toappear incourt
for arraignment on May 27.
They denied the allegations
through an attorney.

“He never adminis-
tered care to a patient, He
is not a Yhysncian." said
Los Angeles lawyer James
W. Spertus, adding that
McQuillan's wife was in
Africa when the death oc-
curred. “Dr. Crowe had
nothing to do with the care
of the patient,”

The Camarillo incident
wasn't the first time Mc-
Quillan allegedly provided

Crowe

DOCTOR, 2A
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ediately offered to help
ibute supplies.
He is using the money
 buy food, clothes, pens,
per, markers and toys,”
dey said. “The first two
lages he went to were in
orkha and Dhading. He
traveling in a huge van
ith a banner that says,
rom Akash and Harmony
Pandey and friendsinL.A”
The situation worsened
Tuesday when a second

g Tag-

were physically unhurt.

His mother is now ter-
rified to sleep inside and
has opened the fields near
her house to the rest of the
neighbors and families, cre-
ating atent area for sleeping.

“She said she was getting
motion sickness because, be-
sides the earthquakes, there
have been over 100 tremors
that each last over aminute,”
Pandey said.

After the second large
tremor, Akash, who is in
third grade at Aspen School,
feverishly began raising
more funds. As the money

Kathmandu'’s economy
thrives on tourism, but now
most of the places people
go there to go see have
been destroyed.
“Temples that have
stood for hundreds of
years are gone, and one
of our biggest concerns
are the orphanages that
have crumpled,” she
said. “The orphanage in
Kathmandu was a part of
the palace, and it has just
completely collapsed.”
She said that with so
many children lacking a

nitude 7.3 with an epi-
center just northeast of
Kathmandu, destroyed the
home of Pandey’s grand-
mother in Solokhumbu, a
village near Mount Everest.

“They had just moved
back into my mom's house
in Kathmandu when the
second quake hit on May
12" Pandey said.

His  mother

and

COImEs 1, s parents send
it to Subedi.

“I have told my teachers
and my friends about what
we are doing” Akash said,
sporting a new T-shirt that
reads “Kids4Kids Nepal
Relief” He is selling the
‘T=shirts for $10.

“Withjust $1, we can feed

four kids in Nepal fora day,”
Pandey said.

home — and many now

before the earthquakes,
she said.

Pandey said he uses
Western Union to get
money to Subedi.

“Everything that we raise
we send through West-
ern Union, who has been
helping to send the funds

without a fee, straight to
Bishwo,"” Pandey said.

On the Net:

Visit http:// www.gofundme.com/
kids4kids-Nepal to donate to

the cause. Visit Pandey's Facebook
page at https:/Awww.facebook.

without parents — the risk
of human trafficking height-

ens. ltwasalready a concern
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Las Islas Medical Group, nation about the impor-  the palliative care depart-

IR U;‘S‘;;"iﬁf{i children and EJLA“’I’:]‘:L‘::{ill‘;f P[‘TIH;"H:? Nll()rnllnmlthspecin Ist:  tance of a healthy diet. ment of Community Me-

L unty  at-riskaduis, » combined  Noe| Kol : I : _ System to
he Ventura County This year's honorees with 4 v clKelseh for volunteer WBehavioral/mental morial Health System

4l Resource Foun- | slon for out- Ing her time and toviding - health professional: Dr repare patients and fami-
t|d iL;Inﬁtﬁfl(;ll pr, David  ®Primary care physi- standing care, at Com. | P P parep
dation

PO dentalcareto homelessand ~ Brian §. Taylor for being  lies for care after discharge
e and Dr, Leo Tauber — cian: Dr, _Williﬂm ajala munity Memoria| | lealth  underseryed populations,  dedicated to the deliver and providing support /c;;r
’ms, celebration is set for pmvldinr leadership System, where ghe fs the M Vision care special- of quality care and devez the best end-of-life care,
wi hursday at the Com=  and oversee ng the care  nursing director. Ist: Dr. Robert L Avery for - oping a plan of care With — The event s open to
e 2 rative Air Force Mu-  of hospice patients in Ag- Nonhospital nurse: s work in research and hEx patients that addresses  (he public, A cocktail re- '
mcmt?;n Camarillo, sisted Home Health& Hos-  Sandra Young for her donating services to thoge their goals and objectives ception will begin at $:30

sznI:c event, now in its pice's Ventura and Santa wnrlk with the Mixteco/  Joge fortunate as 4 {vrlncl- of treatment, p.m., with the dinfier and ’
22nd year, raises money Barbq'ra offices, Indigena (]Imnmunlly Ot pal partner at California WTrailblazer Award presentations starting at

o0 th women under-  MPhysician emerjtys: panizing Project, through  Retina Specialiss, honotee: Connie Baet for /.30 pm. Tickets are $200
ying cancer treatment at - Dr. Fugene Fussell, who  which she continues to - WAIlfed health profes-

her commitment to social  per person or $1.850 fc
¢ - i - ~ . l jr
ocal hospitals and for the  served asarole modeland  provide avenues for high-  sional; Susan | Speer for P 4

_ | ) justice and health care for table for 10),
foundation's Children’s Re-  mentor to many in the med- quality health care for the developing and teaching  all residents, Tickets can be pur-

source Program, a dental igal and military communi- Mixtucn/ludlgenapopula- programs in health promo- W Physician specialist: chased af http://www
and vision care program tiesin Ventura County, tion, as well as serving as  tion and discase manage- Dy Charles Pankraty for vemeLorg/fainer tickets
for low-income children W Hospital nurse: Robyn Aprimary care providerat  ment and educating the working cnllabnratively in htmorhycalﬁng(ff"ﬂ-.‘)ﬁﬂa

jal makes pick — Warm
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