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® CHP maximum enforcement  Daywil badshortes wele - Thuudeor Fidey micsing . Syl sid i coukd be - aguncias willhe cathé s

s : . N | comparatively,” Jeffrey  as once might have. heavy on many area free- t this holid kend
pel 10d beglns F[‘]day evening Srnng, aspokesmanforthe A survey of travel agents  ways startingn'}"hursday as 2; dru':rkcn nzowri:tes and
By John ihe greie club, said on Monday. shows that the top destina-  those without children will  other unsafe drivers.

S‘M'm" El)u(gls ast, the Auto- Many school districtsare  tion for Southern Califor- likely leave early. “We urge everyone to
"‘80'5"“"@.“7.0“”0 1(1:10 m} e Club of Southern Fomg into the fall semester  nians this year is San Di-  Unlike 2015, whenthe av-  make sure they wear their
T A AR m‘:m or:\ia htlls forecasthow  in August, earlier than ;l;g efo, Spring said. Las Vegas  erage price for regular gaso-  seat belts,” said Officer Ro-

Millions of SouthernCall. il }); r(‘iwe crﬁs) it expects  did in the past, Spring said.  placed second, followed by  line was $3.56 a gallon; this  lando Tejeda, a spokesman
Soniina are expected to b Dl hcfid out for the Labor This means that families San Francisco, Yosemite year it's dropped to $2.67,a  for the California High-
saidtad this Iabor Daly 31)3"“0“03)}';“% mhmﬁmmbagg Chtu{vr:il: Ffatﬁ:fd Park and Catalina 25 percent drop in price. X zmy Patrol’s Ventura of-

1 . b5 . kely have to s As in years past, the fice.
hwcckcr}d for summer’s last Part l(\).f the reason is be-  untillate Friday or early Sat- Even with many school Califomiayﬂighw‘;y Patrol
urrah cause this coming Labor urday,instead ofleavingona  districts already in session, and other law enforcement Sea TRAVEL, 4A
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Kalja Schoeld, of Brookings, South Dakota, helps to remove arundo from the bed of the Ventura River. S
fja Sc ' , ' . Schoeld and more than 600 incoming California Lutheran
University students spent Monday afternoon taking part in their annual community service day, “You Got Served.” :

CLU students devoted

to beautification projects
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W It'sall
looking good,

officer says

By Christlan Martinez
christianmartinezOvcstar.com
805-437-0245

Fire crews continue to
make progress against
Santa Barbara County’s
Rey Fire, officials said
Monday.

Authorities reported
the blaze, now 12 days
old, was 78 percent con-
tained as of Monday eve-
ning. Authorities also
adjusted down the num-
ber of acres burned from
33,006 to 32,601, saying
they were able to do so
because of “more accu-
rate mapring."_

“It's all looking good,”
Pam Bierce, an incident
information officer, said
on Monday morning.
“Crews are holding 1t
back.” i

Fire personnel will fo- .
cus their efforts on the
northeast corner of the
fire Monday after mak-
ing good progress on

containment lines Sun-
day.

By Arlene Martinez o TR o Tt “It's really steep, dif-
. \ J { . - . 2 .-
amartinez@vestarcom | F LR e, A 5 3 : ficult terrain up there,
B05-437-0262 gUNy A7 Y h g .1? b Bierce said. i
 , A Y Crews will be assisted
¥ 3 4 > \

The arundo circling
Shannon Martin, a fresh-
man at California Luther-
an University, didn't have
a chance.

“Die, arundo, die,” she
called out, using the large
shears in her hand to make
future mulch of the bam-
boolike reed.

“We are chopping down
arundo, which 1s an inva-
sive species. Basically, it's
killing all the native plants
...and I believe there's an
endangered fish we're try-
ing to save here,” Martin
explained, trying to re-
member all the details she
and the rest of the incom-
ing class had heard just be-
fore heading down to the
Ventura River,

They were more than
600 students were part of
“You Got Served,” a com-
munity project started in
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by helicopter units as
needed.

Firefighters will also
conduct patrols of the
fire's edges in addition
to bolstering existing
dozier lines along Cami-
no Cielo Ridge and other
portions of the fire, au-
thorities said.

Officials said they ex-
pect the fire to be fully
contained by Wednes-
day.

The fire broke out
Aug. 18 in the White
Rock campground in Los
Padres National Forest,
The campground is lo-
cated on Paradise Road
off Highway 154.

A fire weather watch
was in effect Monday, of-
ficials said, as tempera-
tures were predicted to
be in the mid 90s with
winds between 14 and 19
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A.). Akpodiete, of Santa Iarlta. tosses arundo onto a plle. By chopping down the arundo, the CLU students are allowing na-
tive plants to grow back on a piece of land owned by Ventura Hillsides Conservancy. “You Got Served” Is a community project

started in 2008 that has become a start-of-year tradition for CLU students.

2008 that has become a
start-of-year tradition for
the Thousand Oaks fresh-

miles per hour expected
on the ridges. The fire

men and transfer students.
This is the second year the
students worked to clear
arundo off a piece of land
owned by the land trust,

vancy.
When the conservancy

in 2012 assumed ownership
of the property, bordered
by the Main Street Bridge
and Pacific Ocean in Ven-

was thick and high — the
perfect cover for elaborate

sides’ conservation direc-
tor.

homeless encampments.
Since then, a steady stream
of volunteers has removed
6toBacres of the reed, said

he Hill-

Nashiell Dunke

native vegetation regrow-
ing,” he said.

sycamores and other
native

“We've seen a lot of the  water-guzzling arundo.

That includes willows,

rees
been smothered by the

Thousand Oaks boy visits school in Nepal

® 10-year-old and family help earthquake victims

By Kelsey Stuart
Special to The Star

What began as a Thou-
sand Oaks boy's vision
to create a better life for
earthquake victims turned
into an organization that
was able to raise $5,000 to
help to build a school in
Nepal.

Over the summer,
10-year-old Akash Pandey
traveled with his family to
the Himalayan region, saw
the school and met some of

the children his age who younger sister Harmony, See NEPAL,AA  children Harmony and Akash, hike in Nepal.
[ AT AT AU I W SRS RS R N WreoEmnneenninigE e

attend classes there,

For two months, the
Pandeys traveled around
Nepal, including the
outskirts of Gorkha, the
epicenter of the 7.8-mag-
nitude earthquake that
killed 9,000 Nepalese last
April.

Akash's grandparents
and other relatives live in
Nepal and lost their homes
in the earthquake. That's
what prompted the boy to
form www.bykids4kidsof-
nepal.org last year with his

in hopes of raising money
to help victims.

Before the earthquake,
the Gorkha district had
454 schools. Afterward,
only 13 percent were left
standing,

“School is important,
and we wanted to help,”
Akash said.

Bijiaka Devkota, found-
er of the Gorkha Founda-
tion, met Akash's mother,
JoAnn Pandey, an educa-
tional psychologist, during
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Deven and JoAnn Pandey, of Thousand Qaks, along with their

2

A coalition that inchudes
the conservancy hopes the
site can one day be turned
into a place with walking

See SERVED, 4A

weather watch could be

upgraded to a red-flag

warning if winds persist
or grow stronger, offi-
cials said.

Paradise Road was
reopened to the public
at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, of-
ficials said.

“I'm sure there are alot
of residents and campers
excited to get up there,"
Bierce said.

Painted Cave and Gi-
braltar roads remain

Il closed to all non resi-
| dential traffic however,
\ along with East Camino
Cielo Road.

“We want to make sure
the public is safe,” Bierce
said.

Due to the progress
crews have made, fire
personnel numbers have
dropped considerably.
As of Monday morning,
1,097 personnel were as-
signed to the Rey Fire
effort, down almost 900
since Friday.

Bierce said crews were
being made available to
respond to other fires.
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contest: Tanner Linden Akseven, of
Port Hueneme, a high school student

of child care centers who finds time
to teach parenting skills; Tammie

Voting ends at noon Thursday. And
only one vote per person is permitted.

Republican presidential

candidate Donald Trump
his run-

LOCAL
Vot ty’ worker EEETEEE
sf'»
oting open for county’s hardest worker .
x SIMI VALLEY inpnsoin-l lyman Scott Wilk,
5'_’?1”“‘__ firm and teaches small-business sur- made caregiving her livelihood and to talk R-Santa Clarita, in Febru-
PR vival skills; John Conquest, of Ven-  her life: Beverly Nickson, of Simi Val- VP (andidate introduced a resolution .
_ Vote for the 2016 Hardest Worker  tura, a tow-truck driver who willre-  ley, who revels in raising money for at Reagan Libfary gyname the overpass %
in Ventura County by castingaballot  spond at all hours and still finds time charities despite her own challenges; Re- Clark. Sen. Fran Pavley, D-
onvcstarcom. . _ tocare for others; Mary Galbraith,of and William Tipton, of Ventura, who Gov. Mike Pence, the o ura Hills, is a princip H
; The winner will be profiled in  Ventura, who has turned volunteer- founded and operates a mort ser- publican vice p resident uthor of t:he measure. ;
y: Colleen Cason’s column that runs  ing at Focus on the Masters into a vices and crime scene cleanup busi- candidate, will speak at the ., CO& :
« the Sunday }l:cgqge Labo:k Daly. %omle consuming art form; Joe Guerra, of ness. Reagan Library in Simi Val- - YgNTURA COUNTY ke
norminees who did not make the finals ~ Oxnard, who drives a delivery truck To help make the choice, state- ley on Sept. 8. '
:’3‘33}2 p;gfm :::?c)% it;“"s Opinion apcll vbolunéclclr? in every aspcyct ofa ments supmmnrizing the achieve- W?Cfm’nilﬁ%gv acnls Rams execto smak
- ame day. girls baseball league; Sara Hannah, ts of th iligent finalists are  nor of In
Here are the finalists in this year's  of Ventura, a supgrvisor for a string pmocsrt‘cti?)ntli::.c o took office in January 2013. @t (LU bmakfm

An executive with the
Los Angeles Rams will

also on staff at the Santa Barbara Zoo;  Helmuth, CEO of a trophy compan \ : lected Pence as
. : : ‘ , ' y To vote, go to http://www.cstar.  S€
Michael Bonilla, of Thousand Oaks,  who pitches in for a trio of char?tics; com/about-tgxs/ Hard:st-Workcr-Zow. ning mate in July. . g::lkdi; ttt:aclill.xomld 1:3830
who operates aninsurance brokerage  Lydia Merrill, of Oxnard, who has  html. i bP cncebs liectu;te lgt atnf ¢ yinSe
ra egins .m. tember. ;
Sept.nt'! atgthe libr;nryéﬂ(: iI(cvin I.)gm?ﬂ‘, ;:xfgmgvﬁ
‘ idential Drive in Simi  vice president of footba
Public sa'fety briefs {)/;?lséy.e'rl,’ickcts are $65 and operationsan.d cl}icf operat-
o . Ll inchude a buffet lunchin the ing o.ﬂiccr,'wul kick off this
PORT HUENEME . Officials said Oxnard po- Highway Traffic Safety by the Thousand Oaks De-  Air Force One Pavilion after {f:i:; :rgitl;lforma Lttnllwiraadn
lice will investigate the al-  Administration. partment's Major Crimes the lecture. Gt ptm Breakfcoastlpsm? € Th.
Teen arrested as leged carjacking. OUSAND GAxs —— Unit. Both offenses are Purchase tickets at www. illhe fe,ms'. e
' (a[ia(k' SXNARD . THOUBAND OAKS classified as felonies, au- reaganfoundation.org. breakfast om730to
lng SUSpE(t OXNARD thorities said. Campaigning is not al-  9a.m.Sept. 16 at the libr ary,

Port Hueneme police
said they arrested a 15-year-

Five arrested dudné

Police investigate
hit-and-run crash

Deputies respond to

lowed on the library cam-
us. Guests will not be al-
ﬁywcd to wear buttons, hats

40 Presidential Drive, Simi
Valley.

Demoff, who orchestrat-

old male early Monday i ~
connection w)i'th a \lg'l‘\)l'cll'c] DUI (he(kpo'nt Thousand Oaks police b"fglafy 'n pmg’ess or T-shirts or bring other  ed the football team's move
~ pursuit through south Ox- Five people were ar- said they were investigat-  Ventura County Sheriff's  campaign materials. back to Los Angeles from
nard. : rested on suspicion of be-  inga hit-and-runcrashthat  Office officials said deputies t be St. Louis this year, plans to
The juvenile was ar- ing under the influence occurred Sunday evening responded to a burglary in OvemaSS 0 talk about business and the
rested sometime after12:30  of alcohol or drugs dur- in Thousand Oaks. progress ear;LMonday - named fOf Ofﬂ(e, NFL. The team, which will
am.atJohnsonCreck Park  ing a sobriety and driv-  Deputies responded to ~ Thousand Oaks. . , , start practicing at CLU in
inthe 500 block of Johnson  er's license checkpoint reports of a collision be- Authorities said the inci- The Highway 118 First September, plans to use its
Road. & put on by the California tween a vehicle and a bi-  dent was reported at 12:30  Street overpass inSimi Val-  recently-completed train-
According to authorities, Highway Patrol Ventura cvclist at5p.m.inthe1400 am. at a Lenscrafters in ley on Wednesday will be  ing center there for the next
the Oxnard Police Depart-  Area and the Oxnard block of Janss Road. the 500 block of Moorpark  named after Michael Clark,  couple of years.
ment received a stolen ve-  Police Department Sat- According to police of- Road. the only Simi Valley police Demoff oversees market-

hicle report at 12:30 a.m.
Monday. The person said

urday night in Oxnard.
During the checkpoint,

ficials, a male bicyclist and
an unidentified driver of a

According to a sheriff’s
official, a witness reported

officer to die in the line of
duty.

ing, §aJes. finance, adminis-
tration, communication,

- Harmony Pandey, 7, of Thousand Oaks, is flanked by youngsters in one of the classrooms of a
- new school in Nepal. Her brother, Akash, 10, helped raise money for the school’s construction.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

the vc;hlxlclc hadbeenstolen which began Saturd ay vehicle engaged inaverbal  three men forced their way The ceremony willbegin  ticketing and community
ncgﬂit _ alnd 8th streets. evening and concluded argument after which the into the location. Deputies  at 9 a.m. on Town Center relations for the Rams. He
- cials said the Port at 3 am. Sunday, 643 bicyclistrode away. Author- from the Thousand Oaks Way, east of First Street,po-  also oversaw the creation
henerhe Police Depart-  drivers were screened. ities say the driver followed ~ Police Departmentrespond-  lice said. Town Center Way ~ of the Rams Broadcasting
mc;t ocated the vehicle Of those 15 were asked the bicyclistand struckhim  ed and found the suspects  willbe closed from7a.m.to  Network.
an lPuTSUCd it through to take part in field so- withthevehicle causingthe inside the Lenscrafters, noon. The Sports Business
smét Zl Oxnard. The pursuit briety tests that led to the rider to fall to the ground. The suspects fled the scene Residents and patrons of Journal named him one of
egl 3 wl;en theteenalleg-  five arrests. The vehicle then left the after the deputies arrived, businessesinthearcawillbe its “Forty under 40” class
g: y iral;s red into aJohnson Police maintain that scene, officials said. officials said. detoured around the event members of 2016.
rf.c arkbench and grill, sobrnqty checkpoints are The bicyclist suffered Deputies were unable to by the Simi Valley Police Reservations, which are
PO ”Il‘(l:c said. effective tools in helping  minor leg injuries as are- locate the suspects after a  Traffic Bureau. requested, may be made by
S8 e teefn was treated at  keep drivers safe. sult, authorities said. search, authorities said. Clark was killed in 1995 contacting Sharon Nelson at
| ti scene for minor injuries Funding for this pro- Police officials said the Sheriff'sofficialsreported ~ whilerespondingtoareport smnelso@callutheran.edu.
.- an arr?;:tcd byPortHuen- gram was provided by a incident is being investi- items were taken from the of a suicidal man, Daniel More information is avail-
tL-mc police on suspicionof  grant from the California  gated as an assault with a  location. Tuffree, whoshot the officer.  able at callutheran.edu/clb.
. elony pursuit, grand theft  Office of Traffic Safety deadly weapon in addition Tuffree was later convict-
S ik and resisting arrest, _through_the National . tohitand.run'with injury... Staff reports edand sentencedto54years  Staff reports
e - I
A i
i ' TRAVEL road. economy, with more people
1 ‘ from 3A They should also make beingable toafford to travel,
" , sure to get enough sle officials said.
1 i and avoid distractions The increase in traffic
1 ) . Anyonesecingamotorist  as texting. fatalities shows no sign of
é ' - whom they suspect is drunk “In the time it takes to slowing down this year as
{ - orintoxicatedisurgedtono- answer a text, your vehicle the National Safety Coun-
!  tify the CHP by calling 911, has traveled the length of a  cil reported a 9 percent in-
- %} : Tejeda said. , football field,” Springsaid. ~ crease in traffic deaths dur- =
32 . The busy holiday week- The National Highway ing the first six months of *
v - end comes as the National Traffic Safety Administra- 2016 when compared to the
: - Safety Councilis projecting  tion recently released fig- same period last
;431 traffic-related deaths ures showing 7.2 percent The CHP have a
during the three-day holi- more traffic-related deaths maximum enforcement pe-
| day, “the highest number in 2015 compared to 2014, riod starting at 6 p.m. Friday
- since 2008,” Spring said. This is the highest single- and going to midnight on
. Motoristsareurgedtonot  year increase in 50 years, Monday, Tejeda said.
| only be sober before getting  federal authorities said. Part “Our message is take your
" behind the wheel,buttoalso  ofthereasonfortheincrease time and have asafe trip,” he
E take their time whileonthe is because of a stronger said.

Incoming Califor-
nia Lutheran Uni-

NEPAL versity students
from 3A spent Monday af-
ternoon removing
arundo from the
a teacher training clinic Ventura River as
she was running in Nepal. part of their an-

“JoAnn is an expert in
education, and when we

nual community
service day, “You

started talking she told Got Served.”
me what her kids had 08 vareLY

started,” Devkota said.

Akash'’s vision was just
what the Gorkha Founda-
tion needed. Created in
2005, the foundation had
spent the last decade load-
ing the schools with up-
to-date computers, only
to have it all destroyed by
the quake.

“We helped with initial
relief for the people for
the first month, and then
came together and de-
cided to build 15 schools,”
Devkota said. “Our main
focus was rebuilding high
schools, but randomly an

Children in the Nepalese village of Bhirsingh dance during a
ceremony the night before a ribbon-cutting for a new five-
classroom school for 150 children. Akash Pandey, 10, led a
fundraising effort for construction.

“We saw water buf-
falo, cows, chickens and
lambs,” 7-year-old Har-
mony recalled about the
hike they took to reach
the village. “We had to be

ribbon-cutting for their |
new school. :

“I soon saw that this
was a happy place, filled |
with joy and people that |
cared a lot about each |
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SERVED
from 3A

trails and spots to picnic.
It would be part of the
Ventura River Parkway,
a contiguous route that
goes from the ocean to
Ojai.

But before that hap-
pens, it needs more work.
afternoon

the Ventura River and
did their part.

Katie Shearer, 19, re-
turned to the river for
her second straight
year. Now a Ieer adviser,

Shearer said it was cool
to watch students start
connecting how one
thing, in this case, arun-
do, “can have a ripple on
the ecosystem.”

and Santa Clara river-
beds, pulled up invasive
ice plants in the Ven-
tura Harbor Wetlands
Ecological Reserve and
beautified three city
parks, a historic site and
a community center,
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elementary school came careful not to touch any other,” Akash said. . Monday In past years students | pour snsame (1) (R 148 S%
up and we immediately sisinu, (stinging nettles), Returning home, the hundreds of students have cleared trash and $.40 750 10:00
reached out to the Pandey and to watch out for the children left with heavy| took to the area around debris from the Ventura | 207 weane /) 130150400
: M : , £10 £20 100
family.” leeches. 1 : hcgrts.d’l‘hey said they'd | DONTT DAEATNE SPAMIS VBSED (R) 1115
The elementary school The village greeted enjoyed a rare opportu-| 135 348 $58 305 10:15
was in the village of Bhirs-  them with leis and smx[cs nity to change lives, and Is a Reverse WECHANC: AESURALCTION nzsimg
ingh, which means “Steep  and welcomed the family they wanted to stay and;i_ Mortaa NARDS 0F STONE (R e
Horn.” It was reachable with a cultural presen- do more. : : gage RN 855 740 £30 1025
only by a bumpy eight- tation and dinner. The “I truly believe that| nght for uns‘m” ‘ms‘t‘go&srmgg
hour drive in a four-wheel  children delivered heavy when empowered at a; You? /00 AND THE TW0 STIORGS () 1045 110
drive vehicle and then an  backpacks filled with young age, children can| . sk O AN58081010%
extra four hours of hik- school supplies donated show that acting locally | Coll e for o nn DRAGON () 12@:@333
ing rough terrain. The by their own school, As-  will affect great change| ebligation consultation SAUSAGE PAATY (1) 1050 100 10
total population is 475, pen School in Thousand glqbally. which truly in- LR ‘:;-g:.nw
most of whom still sleep Oaks. spires adults. to follow/ e ' r:::;:
in shelters of bamboo and “We slept in one of theirlead,” said l\athleeni JAS0% OURNE (FG13) 238 1020
tin because their houses the bamboo shelters that  Byington, who had taught| m&: 1 10}_1“55‘3:73
were destroyed in the night, because most of both Akashand Harmony_; 1 ABS COLLISION COURSE (6)  10:561.15
earthquake. the houses were cracked,” at Aspen School and who| 125535

Ninety percent of the
village's school was de-

Akash said.
He said he had fun play-

helped to gather school

i

supplies for the Pandeys|

SECRET UFE OF METS 7G) 055106 315528

ROXY 44 WQURY RESERVED RECUNERS

stroyed. ing soccer withthe young-  to take to Nepal. 2% Steve Schelern, (0 Ve Sanis S0 N3 1080410

Akash’s father, Deven, sters in the village, using “When you put kids: NMLS #450825 SOVTRSDG WITH YO (FG13) (1108 110415
said that’s where their an apple for a'ball._And together, things \appen,”| National Retail Sales Manager . ljﬁ;’g:‘m
fundraising efforts went. Harmony, he said, enjoyed Deven Pandey said. Phone Direct 805-279-3480 48 1008
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dancing with the girls. Akash and Harmony

The village now boasts o1} Bvan 1 RYDD Tt e | (100510 42 730 834
' a school with five class- The next morning the are putting together a doc- D 0 AT AL AT 40 loll Free 1-877-738-6674 SEIR A, -
DD e ' » childre . 't o s SALABOUT ) . J*® 3625 Townsgate Road, Suite 130 AR GO R)  (118138400) 1 10
rooms, prepped for 150 village children gathered umu‘u.iry ofthur.travkc.lj,t ofm"“‘ 5 v c—w.”l anan A
children, paid for in part around and blessed the Check www.bykids4kid- porce allake Villags, " ) 298 20
' . withmoney they'd raised. Pandey family with more  sofnepal.org for updates 400 e 9 0 e 0 A o 8 0 st A TSI Y, (11403 448 20 0
) On their way to the vil-  leis and a red vcrnuho.n or c.mallfthcmlat yki.dl-? Do) o M g e 0 i o 8 e i 8 e & et gl g Al s Lt e
lage, they got a taste of life  powder they put on their s4kidsofnepal@gmail] e Wiy o o ALt 4 Rt Mryn A L 2 e LA S
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